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Near to the panels of indication, of 

which it shares the square form, this 

indication particularly sticks to inform 

the driver on the presence of equipment and  
services. 

Installations acces-
sible to the handi-

capped people with 
reduced mobility 

Frequency of emission of a 
station of radio dedicated 
to information on the road 
traffic and the state of the 

roads 

Hotel or motel open 
7 days a week 

Station of inflation, 
except service 

station, of which 
the use is free 

SIGNS FOR SERVICES 

Restaurant open 7 
days a week 

Post distribution of 
fuel with LPG open 
24 hours a day and 

7 days a week 

Rescue station 

Campsite for tents, 
caravans and motor 

homes 

Toilets open to the 
public 

Place of infor-
mation and various 

information on 
services, tourist 

activities, etc 

Post emergency call 

Room of hosts or 
lodging 

Site for picnic 

Starting point of a 
pedestrian route 

Viewing point 

Station of draining 
for caravans, auto 

caravans and buses 

Bar or establish-
ment proposing of 

the summary 
collations open 7 

days a week 

Area for Children 

Installation of 
various services 

Recreation Area 

CARPEDIEM Angling Ltd 

ROAD SIGNS IN FRANCE 

Panels, Signs and Signals and what they mean.  

Important Note 

Information appearing in this document is given as an indication. 

Information translated from a leaflet published by: - 
MINISTRY FOR THE EQUIPMENT, TRANSPORT, HOUSING, 

TOURISM AND SEA, 
DIRECTION OF THE SECURITY AND THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

THE LARGE ARCH - 92055 DEFENSE 

www.securiteroutiere.gouv.fr  
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DANGER SIGNALS 

Triangular shape and with a red border, these signs 

indicate a symbol of nature encountered danger, 

obstruction or danger zone. They require special 

vigilance and a slowdown adapted to the situation.  

Bend to Right 
(or Left if symbol 

reversed) 

Slippery Road 

Succession of 
corners, the first is 

Left 

Succession of 
corners, the first is 

Right 

Retarder type 
humpbacked  

Road narrows on 
the Right 

Level crossing 
without barrier or 

gate 

Tag for Crossing 

Level crossing with 
barrier or gate 

Crossing tram 
tracks 

Place  
frequented by 

children 

Pedestrian  
crossing 

Other dangers - the 
nature may or may 
not be marked by a 

Passage of pets 
(domestic 
animals) 

Passage of wild 
animals 

Accompanied 
horses and ponies 

Dangerous  
decent 

Announcement of 
traffic lights 

Traffic in both 
directions 

Risk of falling rocks 
or presence of fallen 
stones on the road 

Resulted in a  
dock or a shore 

Leading cyclists 
from the right or 

left 

Crossing an area of 
danger air 

Crosswind 

INTERSECTION  

SIGNALS AND  

PRIORITY 
At crossroads, the general rule is the priority right. 

Where this is not the case, the signs show the rules 

to be observed at intersections. 

Intersection where 
the driver is  

required to give 
way to vehicles 

resulting from the 
road or at his right 

hand 

Intersection with a 
road which users 

must give way 
Stop at the  
intersection  

(and apply hand 
brake even if the 

road is clear) 

Yield the right of 
way at the  

intersection 

Yield the right of 
way at the  

intersection  
(signal advanced) Stop at the  

intersection  
(signal advanced) 

Indication of the 
priority of a road 

End of the priority 
of a road 

Roundabout at the 
crossroads 

SIGNALS  

OF 

PROHIBITION 

Circular shape with a white and red crown, they 

point out a ban on access and movement, or state 

rules of conduct. White black bars, they announced 

the end of the ban. 

Prohibited to all 
vehicles in both 

directions 

No Entry to  
any vehicle 

NOTES 



NOTES 

Prohibition of left 
turn at the next 

intersection 

Prohibition of right 
turn at the next 

intersection 

Prohibition to turn 
around at the next 

intersection 

No overtaking 
motor vehicles 
other than two 

wheels without a 
sidecar 

Road closure to the 
joint freight  

vehicles people 

Stop at the toll 
booth 

Prohibited parking Prohibited parking 
of 1st to the 15th of 

the month 

Prohibited stop and 
parking 

Road closure to all 
the motor vehicles 

Road closure to the 
vehicles assigned 
to the carriage of 

goods 

Road closure to the 
pedestrians 

Road closure to the 
cycles 

Road closure to the 
auto-cycles 

Road closure to the 
vehicles of which 

the length is greater 
than that indicated 

by the figure 

Road closure to the 
vehicles whose 

width is higher than 
the number  

indicated 

Road closure to the 
vehicles of which 

the height, loading 
included/

understood, are 
higher than the 

number indicated 

Road closure to the 
vehicles whose 

authorized total 
weight charges some 

or the authorized 
travelling total 

weight exceeds the 
number indicated 

Road closure to the 
vehicles weighing 

on an axle more 
than the number 

indicated 

Speed limit 
(prohibition to 
exceed speed 

indicated) 

Prohibited aural 
signals 

Yield the passage 
to circulation 

coming in opposite 
direction 

Prohibition with the 
vehicles to circulate 
without maintaining 

between them an 
interval at least 

equal to the number 
indicated 

No access to vehi-
cles transporting  

explosive or easily 
flammable goods 

No access to vehi-
cles transporting 

goods likely to 
pollute water 

No access to vehi-
cles transporting  
dangerous goods 

Other prohibitions 
whose nature is 
indicated by the 

inscription 

End of all  
prohibitions  

previously an-
nounced 

End of prohibition 
of the use of the 
sound signalling 

hooter 

End of speed limit 

End of prohibition 
to overtake 

SIGNALS OF ZONE 

When the regulation applies to a whole zone of cir-

culation, square panels at white zone are established 

with each entry of the perimeter concerned. The 

barred panels of black indicate the end of the zone. 

Entry of a zone with 
prohibited parking 

Entry of a zone with 
parking at limited 

duration 

Entry of a zone with 
paying parking 

Exit of a zone with 
prohibited parking 

Entry of a zone with 
unilateral parking 
with semi-monthly 

alternation and 
limited duration. 

Exit of a zone with 
paying parking 

Entry of a zone at 
speed limited to 

30 km/h 

Exit of a zone at 
speed limited to 

30 km/h 



SIGNALS OF 

OBLIGATION 

Of circular form and carrying a white symbol on 

blue bottom, they impose an obligation and prohibit 

certain behaviours. Barred of red, these panels 

announce the end of the obligation. 

Obligation to turn 
right in front of the 

panel 

Obligatory direction 
with the next 

intersection: turn 
right 

Obligatory direction 
at next intersection: 

straight on 

Obligatory direction 
with the next 
intersection: 

straight on or right 

Track or band 
obligatory for 
cycles without 

motorcycle combi-
nation nor trailer 

Obligatory way for 
pedestrians 

Reserved for vehi-
cles of regular 

services of public 
transport 

Obligatory minimal 
speed Obligatory snow 

chains on at least 
two driving wheels 

Reserved for the 
trams 

Another obligation 
(indicated on the 

panel) 

“Turn on Lights” 
NOTE Used lights at 

start of ALL  
Tunnels 

End of obligatory 
track or band for 

the cyclists 

Mark out pier head 
placed at the junction of 
two divergent streams of 

traffic 

Beaconing of the turns 
on frequently snow-

covered road 

Indication of the heads of 
islands with direction signs 

with skirting by the line 

Turning Markers 

DIRECTION SIGNS 

On the approach to a crossroads or a motorway 

exchanger, panels bearing the name of an agglom-

eration, a site, etc, contribute to choose the road to 

be followed. The use of different colours makes it 
possible to identify interesting information quickly: 

blue for the routes borrowing the motorway, green 

for the ways connecting the large cities, and white 

for the local directions. To accomplish a long voy-

age, the driver refers initially to the green or blue 

panels to move towards the large city nearest to its 

destination, then it follows the white panels at the 

end of the course. 

Advance sign of a 
crossroads on road 

and street 

Indication of  
position: it is 

advisable to turn 
before this panel to 
move towards the 
places indicated 

Simple warning of 
exit 

Confirmation of the 
assignment of the 
lanes on motorway 

Advance sign of the cities located 
at the exit of the motorway 

TOURIST SIGNS 
The tourist places are indicated either on the panels 

of direction themselves, or by an indication specific 

to maroon bottom, which makes it possible to mark 

out a tourist road and to indicate, sometimes by 
representing it, a major site. 

Panel of animation 
on motorway 

Exit of an agglomeration, 
end of the regulations in 

force in the agglomeration 

Localization of all the places 
crossed by the road for which 

there is not specific panel 

Localization of a national park, 
regional natural reserve, natural 

reserve or ground of the Academy 
of the littoral and lake shores Localization of a department 

Panel of marking 
out a tourist tour 

Obligatory skirting 
by the line 

BEACONS 

They have as a role to materialize the site of a 

particular danger, so that this one is perceived 

better by the drivers. 

Traffic sign of the cultural  
inheritance, indicating the direc-
tion to be followed to go there 

It makes it possible to be located throughout the 

followed route, by elements of location which one 

also finds on a roadmap, and in particular to make 

sure that one reached his destination. 

LOCATION SIGNS 

Entry of an agglomeration; limit from which it 
is necessary to reduce its speed to 50 km/h 
and to respect the regulations suitable for 
the agglomeration 

The panels delivering of the indications 

useful for the control of the vehicles 

are generally of square or sometimes 

rectangular form and at blue bottom. They inform 
on the use and the feasibility of the ways, or on the 

proximity of an installation or an installation. 

Bus stop. The 
stopping and the 

parking of the other 

vehicles are prohib-
ited on an extent 

announced by 
suitable marking 

Parking area Pedestrian area Advised speed 

One-way traffic 

Site for emergency 
stop 

Priority compared 
to circulation 

coming in opposite 
direction 

Pedestrian Crossing  

Dead end 

Fire Hazard 

Emergency lane on 
Right 

Heightening of the 
roadway 

Affected ways 

Road narrows to 
single carriageway 

ahead 

Other dangers 

Track or cycle track 
advised and re-
served for the 

cycles of two or 
three wheels 

Accident Roadwork's ahead 

Advance sign of a 
terminal of withdrawal 

of tickets of toll 

Automatic payment 
by coins of currency 

Road narrows 

Announce light 
signals regulating 

circulation 

Loose chippings Queue 

TEMPORARY SIGNS 
These panels at yellow bottom an-

nounce the temporary work or obsta-

cles. They indicate a deviation or a 

particular danger. 

The danger is 
located at 500 m 

Advance sign of 
deviation 

The indicated way 
is reserved for 

public transport 

The parking is safe inter-
dict with the people with 

reduced mobility  
GIG (large invalid of war) 

or  
GIC (large civil invalid) 

The regulation 
relates to only the 
freight vehicles of 

goods 

The parking is 
prohibited on the 

right panel 

INDICATION SIGNS 

End of Motorway 

Indication of the 
speed limits in 

force (at entries 
into France) 

Road with limited 
access 

End of road with 
limited access 

Start of Motorway 

Reminder of speed 
limits on motorway 

Advance sign of a 
station of toll 

Advance sign of a 
beginning of section 

with toll 

Direction of  
deviation 

COMBINATION  

OF SIGNS 
A sign placed under a panel can bring precise details 

on the category of users concerned with the panel 

or deliver complementary indications. 


